
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

23rd Annual Conference 
 

Saturday, April 4, 2009 

Rutgers University School of Law 

123 Washington Street, Newark, NJ 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

NJEF is  an organizat ion of 100,000 members  working to empower people to take act ion to  protect   
New Jersey’s  waters ,  build  healthy communit ies and to  make democracy work for al l  of  us.  

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Sharon Finlayson, South Jersey Work on Waste, Chair 
Jane Nogaki, Coalition Against Toxics, Vice Chair 

John Hall, 943 Steelworkers, Treasurer 
Karen Anderson, Secretary 

Ana Baptista, Ironbound Community Corporation 
Nelson Carrasquillo, CATA Farmworker Support Committee 

Wyatt Earp, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers-AFL-CIO 
Ben Forest, Monmouth County Friends of Clearwater 
Tom Fote, Jersey Coast Anglers Association 

Roy Jones, South Jersey Environmental Justice Alliance 
Adam Liebtag, Communication Workers of America Local 1034 

Denise Patel, NJ Work Environment Council  
Mara Silgailis, Cedar Grove Environmental Commission 

Janet Tauro, Grandmothers, Mothers, and More for Energy Safety (GRAMMES) 
David Tykulsker, Attorney 

 

Board Member Emeritus 
 

Wendy Benchley 
Rick Engler, NJ Work Environment Council 

     

VOTE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  
 

 

 

 

 
STAFF 

Program 
 

 

Amy Goldsmith, State Director 

Kim Gaddy, Environmental Justice Organizer 

Jane Nogaki, Pesticide Campaign Coordinator 

Jeanette Mitchell, Urban Environmental Institute Coordinator 

David Pringle, Campaign Director 

Peggi Sturmfels, Program Organizer 

Jenny Vickers, Communications Coordinator 

 

Sharon Finlayson, Chair 
Jane Nogaki, Vice Chair 

 

Ben Forest 
Tom Fote 

David Tykulsker 

Canvass 
 

 

Eric Benson, Montclair Field Director 

Heather Hardin, Belmar Phone Supervisor 

Curt Moultine, Belmar/Montclair Field Supervisor 

Emily Tate, Belmar Phone Director 

Kirby Torrance, Belmar Field Director 

 

…and all of the canvassers in the field and phone 



 

PROGRAM  
 

 

 

8:00 ~ 9:00 am  Registration                (Herbert M. Ellend Atrium) 
       Coffee and breakfast snacks 

 

 

9:00 ~ 9:15 am  Theme for the Day                              (Atrium) 
     

Sharon Finlayson, NJEF Board Chair 
Amy Goldsmith, NJEF State Director 

 

 

9:30 ~ 11:00 am  Workshops—Session I        (see next page) 

 

 

11:00 ~ 12:15 pm Plenary: Grow Green, Grow Smart at NJ Ports       (Room 70) 
 

Patricia Castellanos, Director, Port Campaign for the L.A. Alliance for a New Economy  
Toni Griffin, Director, Division of City Planning in Newark  
Jeff Nash, Vice Chair, Delaware River Port Authority 
     

 

12:30 ~ 1:30  Lunch                      (Atrium) 

 

 

1:45 ~ 3:15 pm  Workshops—Session II                 (see next page) 

 

 

3:30 ~ 4:00 pm  Grassroots Environmental Awards              (Room 70) 
 
 

4:00 ~ 5:00 pm  Keynote Speaker Governor Jon Corzine              (Room 70) 
Followed by a Q & A  

 

 

5:15 ~ 6:15 pm  Wine & Cheese Reception                     (3rd Floor Atrium) 
With key political & environmental leaders 

 
    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NJEF has worked to make our conference as sustainable and green as possible. The event is smoke and NJEF has worked to make our conference as sustainable and green as possible. The event is smoke and NJEF has worked to make our conference as sustainable and green as possible. The event is smoke and NJEF has worked to make our conference as sustainable and green as possible. The event is smoke and 
fragrance free. fragrance free. fragrance free. fragrance free. The lunch The lunch The lunch The lunch isisisis partially organic, provided by Taste Bu partially organic, provided by Taste Bu partially organic, provided by Taste Bu partially organic, provided by Taste Buds Catering. The applds Catering. The applds Catering. The applds Catering. The appleseseses are are are are 100% organic,  100% organic,  100% organic,  100% organic, 
provided by Delicious Orchards. provided by Delicious Orchards. provided by Delicious Orchards. provided by Delicious Orchards. The coffee is 100% organic, sponsored by Green Mountain Coffee Roasters. The coffee is 100% organic, sponsored by Green Mountain Coffee Roasters. The coffee is 100% organic, sponsored by Green Mountain Coffee Roasters. The coffee is 100% organic, sponsored by Green Mountain Coffee Roasters. 
CupsCupsCupsCups, , , , forks, and knivesforks, and knivesforks, and knivesforks, and knives are are are are made from vegetable matter made from vegetable matter made from vegetable matter made from vegetable matter. Plates and all paper products are made from . Plates and all paper products are made from . Plates and all paper products are made from . Plates and all paper products are made from 

recycled recycled recycled recycled materials. materials. materials. materials. Please discard in trash.Please discard in trash.Please discard in trash.Please discard in trash. 



 

 

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS 
 

 

 
There will be two sets of workshops. Every workshop is only offered once. Learn new skills that will help you or your 
organization be more effective. Gain a better understanding of the issues that impact our health and environment, and 
discuss action steps that can be taken at the individual, community and governmental levels. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WORKSHOP—SESSION I: 9:30-11:00 am 
 

 

The Fire & Water Tango               Rm 25 
 

Learn new ways of thinking about how water and energy 
both compete and complement each other, including ways 
we can both conserve and protect water as well as create 
sustainable health and wealth. 
 

Moderator: DavidDavidDavidDavid Tykulsker Tykulsker Tykulsker Tykulsker, Esq., Board Member, NJEF  
Presenters: Ed ClericoEd ClericoEd ClericoEd Clerico, Professional Engineer and Director,  
 Alliance Environmental, LLC  
 Paul SchwartzPaul SchwartzPaul SchwartzPaul Schwartz, National Policy Coordinator, and
 Christine LeMieuxChristine LeMieuxChristine LeMieuxChristine LeMieux, National Energy Coordinator 
 Clean Water Action 
 

Tax Fairly, Spend Wisely   Rm 80 
 

Discuss more economical and environmental options for 
how the state raises and spends its money. 
 

Moderator: Ben ForestBen ForestBen ForestBen Forest, Board Member, NJEF,  
 Clean Ocean Action, and  
 Monmouth County Friends of Clearwater 
Presenters: Mary ForsbergMary ForsbergMary ForsbergMary Forsberg, Interim President,  
 NJ Policy Perspective 
 Eva BonimeEva BonimeEva BonimeEva Bonime, Executive Director,  
 NJ Working Families Alliance,  
 Coordinator, Better Choices Budget Campaign 
 

Sustainable Communities            Rm 394 
 

Find out how to implement green cleaning, pesticide free 
zones, and idle-free zones in your school, town and county!  
 

Moderator:  Eric BensonEric BensonEric BensonEric Benson, Canvass Director, NJEF 
  Member, Essex Co. Environmental Commission  
Presenters:  Robert MorseRobert MorseRobert MorseRobert Morse, Pittsgrove Township Volunteer 
                      Joseph VicariJoseph VicariJoseph VicariJoseph Vicari, Freeholder, Ocean County 
  Superintendent, Berkeley Township Schools 
 

The Green Way Forward, Part I                 Rm 70 
 

Learn how to accomplish the ambitious goals of the  
New Jersey Energy Master Plan and Global Warming 
Response Act. 
 

Moderator:   David PriDavid PriDavid PriDavid Pringlenglenglengle, Campaign Director, NJEF 
Presenters:  Joe FiordalisoJoe FiordalisoJoe FiordalisoJoe Fiordaliso, Commissioner, NJ BPU  
  Dena MottolaDena MottolaDena MottolaDena Mottola----JaborskaJaborskaJaborskaJaborska, Executive Director,  
  Environment New Jersey 
        Jeff TittelJeff TittelJeff TittelJeff Tittel, Director, Sierra Club-NJ Chapter  
 

WORKSHOP—SESSION II:   1:40-3:15 pm 
 

 

 

Growing the Green Generation     Rm 25 
 

Students from around the state will share their experiences in 
becoming community organizers for going green.  
 

Moderator:  Peggi SturmfelsPeggi SturmfelsPeggi SturmfelsPeggi Sturmfels, Program Organizer, NJEF 
 Jeanette MitchellJeanette MitchellJeanette MitchellJeanette Mitchell, Policy Director,  
 Urban Environmental Institute (UEI) 
Presenters: 4th graders 4th graders 4th graders 4th graders from Switlik School (Jackson) 
 4th4th4th4th----8th graders8th graders8th graders8th graders from St. Peters School 
 (Pt. Pleasant) 
 GraduatesGraduatesGraduatesGraduates of NJEF’s Urban Environmental Institute 

 

Securing Environmental Justice              Rm 70 
New Jersey's low income and minority communities are 
overburdened with the cumulative and disproportionate 
impacts of pollution. Come find out how we can make the 
Corzine Administration “just say no” to environmental injustice. 
 

Moderator: Ana BaptistaAna BaptistaAna BaptistaAna Baptista, PhD, Program Manager,  
 Ironbound Community Corporation and 
 NJEF Board Member 
Presenters: Mark MaurielloMark MaurielloMark MaurielloMark Mauriello, Commissioner, NJDEP  
 Peter MontaguePeter MontaguePeter MontaguePeter Montague, PhD, Executive Director,  
 Environmental Research Foundation 

Nicky SheatsNicky SheatsNicky SheatsNicky Sheats, Esq., PhD, 
NJ Environmental Justice Alliance 
 

Toxic Waste Cleanup or Not                      Rm 80 
 

The state's site remediation program desperately needs 
reform. Proposed legislation would make it worse! Join the 
fight to clean up (not cover up) toxic waste sites and make 
polluters pay. 
 

Moderator: Adam LiebtagAdam LiebtagAdam LiebtagAdam Liebtag, NJEF Board Member 
  CWA Local 1034 Lead Staff Representative   
Presenters:  Roy JonesRoy JonesRoy JonesRoy Jones, Coordinator, South Jersey 
  Environmental Justice Alliance 
  Mike GordonMike GordonMike GordonMike Gordon, Esq., Gordon and Gordon 
       

The Green Way Forward, Part II           Rm 394 
 

Community leaders and “green” entrepreneurs showcase 
actual Clean, Green, and Working projects in urban and 
suburban communities in New Jersey. 
 

Moderator: Sharon FinlaysonSharon FinlaysonSharon FinlaysonSharon Finlayson, Board Chair, NJEF 
Presenters: Leon BaptisteLeon BaptisteLeon BaptisteLeon Baptiste, President, LB Electric LLC 
 Chelsea AlbucherChelsea AlbucherChelsea AlbucherChelsea Albucher, Office of Sustainability, Newark
   

Room Room Room Room 25, 70, and 25, 70, and 25, 70, and 25, 70, and 80 80 80 80 on the lower on the lower on the lower on the lower level level level level ---- atrium atrium atrium atrium. Room 394 . Room 394 . Room 394 . Room 394 isisisis on the third floor. on the third floor. on the third floor. on the third floor. For help, refer to map in your packet For help, refer to map in your packet For help, refer to map in your packet For help, refer to map in your packet....    



 

PLENARY & WORKSHOP SPEAKERS 
 
 

Chelsea Albucher, Chelsea Albucher, Chelsea Albucher, Chelsea Albucher, Sustainability Officer, Sustainability Officer, Sustainability Officer, Sustainability Officer, Office of Sustainability, City of NewarkOffice of Sustainability, City of NewarkOffice of Sustainability, City of NewarkOffice of Sustainability, City of Newark    
Chelsea Albucher is an environmental scientist and urban planner with over fifteen years of experience related to sustainable urban 
development.  As Sustainability Officer for the City of Newark, NJ, she is working closely with Mayor Cory Booker to develop policy, 
programs and partnerships to green Newark’s economy, its neighborhoods, and its infrastructure. As a Brownfields Project Manager 
with USEPA, she spent a decade working closely with localities during the formative stages of smart growth programs.  She has 
facilitated redevelopment that resulted in new open space, waterfront access, affordable housing and commercial development. She 
also played a key role developing USEPA’s Brownfields Job Training program that saw people from non-traditional educational 
backgrounds employed in living wage green jobs. As USEPA’s Inter-Agency Work Group Coordinator, she brought agencies into 
communities to provide strategic assistance and develop collaborative approaches. This leveraged funding for over 60 localities and 
enhanced coordination amongst 26 federal and state agencies. She began her career working for Congresswoman Bella Abzug. 

    
Leon K. Baptiste, Principal, LB Electric Co., LLC.Leon K. Baptiste, Principal, LB Electric Co., LLC.Leon K. Baptiste, Principal, LB Electric Co., LLC.Leon K. Baptiste, Principal, LB Electric Co., LLC.    
Leon Baptiste opened EDC II in Newark in 1999. The company provides electrical systems, testing, solar (Photovoltaic), designs 
and installation for major organization, including, but not limited to: commercial and industrial, school, hospitals and government 
agencies. Baptiste holds a BEE Degree from New Jersey Institute of Technology. A former Vice President, 18 years with Nordling, 
Dean Electric Co., Inc., Chatham, NJ. His certifications include: Business Registration; Electrical Business Permit; Electrical 
Contractor; Public works; MBE / SBE – NJ Commerce; Port Authority of New York & New Jersey MBE / SBE; New Jersey Transit 
DBE; RWE Schott Solar Systems and Uni-Solar Systems.  

    
Eva Bonime, Executive Director, NJ Working Families Alliance, Coordinator, Better Choices Budget CampaignEva Bonime, Executive Director, NJ Working Families Alliance, Coordinator, Better Choices Budget CampaignEva Bonime, Executive Director, NJ Working Families Alliance, Coordinator, Better Choices Budget CampaignEva Bonime, Executive Director, NJ Working Families Alliance, Coordinator, Better Choices Budget Campaign    
Eva Bonime is the Executive Director of the New Jersey Working Families Alliance, a 2-year-old organization formed by community, 
labor and environmental groups. Prior to joining the NJWFA, Eva spent six years as an organizer and Special Projects Director for 
the Working Families Party, a community- and labor-based third party that uses fusion voting laws to elect progressive candidates 
and advance issues. While at the Working Families Party, Eva directed the successful campaign to raise New York's minimum wage 
in 2004. Eva got her start in public policy as a legislative intern for a New Jersey State Assemblymember and as an Americorps 
volunteer at the Passaic County Legal Aid Society. Eva received her B.A. in Political Science at Yale University. 

    
Patricia Castellanos, Project Director, Ports Campaign for the Los Angeles Alliance for a New EconomyPatricia Castellanos, Project Director, Ports Campaign for the Los Angeles Alliance for a New EconomyPatricia Castellanos, Project Director, Ports Campaign for the Los Angeles Alliance for a New EconomyPatricia Castellanos, Project Director, Ports Campaign for the Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy    
Patricia is the project director at the Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy (LAANE), a nationally recognized leader in the effort 
to create better jobs and healthier communities. Through her work with LAANE, she has played a key role in building the Coalition 
for Clean and Safe Ports, a broad alliance of environmental, community, public health, religious and labor organizations. The 
Coalition supports the comprehensive plan put forward by the Ports of L.A. and Long Beach to address the problems of pollution, 
disease and poverty caused by the chaotic port trucking system. Ms. Castellanos served in the administration of Los Angeles Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa in the capacity of Harbor Area Director.  She also worked as policy and education training director for SCOPE. 
 

Ed Clerico, Professional Engineer and Director, Alliance Environmental, LLCEd Clerico, Professional Engineer and Director, Alliance Environmental, LLCEd Clerico, Professional Engineer and Director, Alliance Environmental, LLCEd Clerico, Professional Engineer and Director, Alliance Environmental, LLC    
Ed is a licensed Professional Engineer and licensed wastewater operator in NY, NJ and PA and is an accredited LEED Accredited 
Professional.  He holds BS and MS degrees from Rutgers University in Bio-Ag Engineering. Ed was the founder and president of 
Applied Water Management, Inc. before holding executive roles with American Water as Technical Development Director and VP 
Strategy. Presently he operates his own consulting business known as Alliance Environmental that focuses on Sustainable 
Infrastructure and Green Building Concepts. 

    
The Honorable Joe Fiordaliso, Commissioner, NJ Board of Public UtilitiesThe Honorable Joe Fiordaliso, Commissioner, NJ Board of Public UtilitiesThe Honorable Joe Fiordaliso, Commissioner, NJ Board of Public UtilitiesThe Honorable Joe Fiordaliso, Commissioner, NJ Board of Public Utilities    
Born and raised in the Ironbound section of Newark, Commissioner Fiordaliso received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Business 
Education from Montclair State University, and completed graduate and management courses at Montclair State University, 
Rutgers University, and American College. Commissioner Fiordaliso has served as the Director of Government Relations for the 
Saint Barnabas Health Care System, an educator at Vailsburg High School and Bloomfield High School, adjunct professor of 
Accounting at County College of Morris, and councilman in Livingston Township. Mr. Fiordaliso also served as the Director of 
Planning and Economic Development, Mayor of Livingston Township, District Director for Senate President Richard Codey, and 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Governor Codey. He currently serves on the Essex County Democratic Executive Committee and the Board 
of Trustees of both Essex County College & West Essex YMCA.  In 2005, Joe was nominated by Governor Richard Codey and 
confirmed by the Senate, to be a Commissioner on the Board of Public Utilities, where he currently serves. 
 

Mary Mary Mary Mary Forsberg, Interim President, NJ Policy PerspectiveForsberg, Interim President, NJ Policy PerspectiveForsberg, Interim President, NJ Policy PerspectiveForsberg, Interim President, NJ Policy Perspective    
Mary is the Interim President and Research Director of the New Jersey Policy Perspective, a 12-year-old non profit, non partisan 
research and educational organization whose mission is to promote broad, vigorous debate about important issues facing the 
people of New Jersey. Mary has written extensively about taxes and other budget-related topics. Prior to joining NJPP, Mary worked 
for 14 years at the Office of Legislative Services doing budget and tax research. She has Masters degrees in Asian history from the 
University of Pennsylvania and in public finance from the Humphrey Institute at the University of Minnesota. 



    
    

PLENARY & WORKSHOP SPEAKERS (continued) 
 

    
Toni Griffin, Director, Division of City PlanniToni Griffin, Director, Division of City PlanniToni Griffin, Director, Division of City PlanniToni Griffin, Director, Division of City Planning in Newarkng in Newarkng in Newarkng in Newark  
Toni L. Griffin has built a twenty-year career in both the public and private sectors, combining the practice of architecture and 
urban design with the execution of innovative, large-scale, mixed-use urban redevelopment projects and citywide and 
neighborhood planning strategies. Prior to her appointment as the Director of Community Development for the City of Newark, Ms. 
Griffin served as Vice President and Director of Design for the Anacostia Waterfront Corporation in Washington DC; Deputy Director 
for Revitalization Planning and Neighborhood Planning in the D.C. Office of Planning, Vice President for Planning & Tourism 
Development for the Upper Manhattan Empowerment Zone Development Corporation in New York City, architect and Associate 
Partner with Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP in Chicago. Ms. Griffin received a Bachelor’s of Architecture from the University of 
Notre Dame and a yearlong appointment as a Loeb Fellow at the Harvard University Graduate School of Design.  Ms. Griffin is also 
currently a Visiting Design Critic at the Harvard Graduate School of Design, teaching the core urban planning studio and a course 
on neighborhood planning and development. 
    

Mike Gordon, Esq., Gordon and GordonMike Gordon, Esq., Gordon and GordonMike Gordon, Esq., Gordon and GordonMike Gordon, Esq., Gordon and Gordon    
At Gordon and Gordon, Michael Gordon has helped to create one of the most active and successful plaintiffs environmental law 
firms in the State of New Jersey. Mr. Gordon has been retained by the State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
to represent the State of New Jersey to effectuate the cleanup of the Passaic River. He also has a long and successful history in 
the use of the Citizen Suit and Environmental Rights Act. He served as local counsel of the Public Interest Research Group and 
Friends of the Earth in prosecuting the first waive of successful Clean Water Act Citizen Suit litigation. Michael Gordon has also 
served on the Board of the New Jersey Environmental Federation, the state’s Emergency Solid Waste Assessment Task Force, 
Environmental Department Transition team on the Enforcement Subcommittee, and Governor McGreevey’s Sprawl Summit. 
 

Dena MottolaDena MottolaDena MottolaDena Mottola----Jaborska, Executive Director, Environment New JerseyJaborska, Executive Director, Environment New JerseyJaborska, Executive Director, Environment New JerseyJaborska, Executive Director, Environment New Jersey    
Dena Mottola Jaborska was born in Hoboken and grew up in Old Bridge, New Jersey. She is a 1993 graduate of Cornell University and 
worked as a community organizer and health care consumer advocate in Illinois prior to joining staff at NJPIRG in 2000. Dena became 
Executive Director of NJPIRG in 2003, and has led Environment New Jersey since 2006, a statewide citizen-based environment 
advocacy organization. During her career, Dena has been involved in many successful advocacy campaigns to promote clean energy, 
cleaner air, clean water and open space preservation, as well as efforts to protect consumers from energy rate hikes and identity 
theft, just  to name a few. Dena is married and resides with her husband and daughter in the Island neighborhood of Trenton.   

    
Roy Jones, Roy Jones, Roy Jones, Roy Jones, CoCoCoCo----Chair and Chair and Chair and Chair and Coordinator, South Jersey Environmental Justice AllianceCoordinator, South Jersey Environmental Justice AllianceCoordinator, South Jersey Environmental Justice AllianceCoordinator, South Jersey Environmental Justice Alliance    
Roy Jones coordinates environmental justice in the seven counties in South Jersey, which includes urban, rural & suburban 
counties. Mr. Jones has a bachelor from Rutgers University, a M.A. from Glassboro State College/Rowan University, a M.S. in 
business/community economic development from New Hampshire College, and doctoral work from Temple University. Mr. Jones 
has an extensive civil rights/social and environmental justice background, spanning nearly 40 years. He began his environmental 
justice work in 1980, when he made a decision to run for Mayor and include in his platform an environmental justice platform. Mr. 
Jones was awarded the 2003 New Jersey Environmental Federation Outstanding Achievement Award and served as a U.S. 
Department Housing Urban Development Fellow at New Hampshire College. He also is a founding member of the New Jersey 
Environmental Justice Alliance. In addition, Mr. Jones is a Senior Environmental Fellow.  And just recently, Mr. Jones was appointed 
in 2009 to the National Children’s Environmental Caucus.  This appointment will allow him to further expand his work begun in 
New Jersey around the impact of environmental conditions in schools on children. 
 

Christine LeMieux, National Energy Coordinator, Clean Water ActionChristine LeMieux, National Energy Coordinator, Clean Water ActionChristine LeMieux, National Energy Coordinator, Clean Water ActionChristine LeMieux, National Energy Coordinator, Clean Water Action    
Christine LeMieux joined Clean Water Action in October 2008 and currently serves as the Global Warming and Energy Programs 
Coordinator. Christine works with policy makers, organizations, and other key allies to promote Clean Water Action's agenda in 
Congress and with other constituencies. She is responsible for mobilizing members around policy initiatives, monitoring federal 
energy and global warming policy, developing outreach materials, and she coordinates Clean Water grassroots campaigns among 
national and state staff. Prior to Clean Water Action, Christine worked in the International Affiliate Program at Edison Electric 
Institute and interned for Reluminati, a solar power distributed generation company located in DC. 
 

Mark Mauriello, Commissioner, New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)Mark Mauriello, Commissioner, New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)Mark Mauriello, Commissioner, New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)Mark Mauriello, Commissioner, New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)    
Before his nomination as Commissioner, Mauriello served as the NJDEP’s Assistant Commissioner for Land Use Management. 
Mauriello represents Governor Corzine on the Delaware River Basin Commission, a partnership among New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware and the federal government to manage the resources of the Delaware River Basin. He has served on many 
committees and working groups, including the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Coastal Elevation and Sea Level Rise 
Advisory Committee, the NJDEP’s Global Climate Working Group, the New Jersey Hazard Mitigation Team, and the New Jersey Sea 
Grant’s Coastal Processes Advisory Committee. Born and raised in Jersey City, Mauriello resides in Hamilton Township, Mercer 
County, with his wife Joanne, and sons Todd and Daniel. 
 



 

PLENARY & WORKSHOP SPEAKERS (continued) 
    

    
Peter Montague, PhD, Executive Director, Environmental Research FoundationPeter Montague, PhD, Executive Director, Environmental Research FoundationPeter Montague, PhD, Executive Director, Environmental Research FoundationPeter Montague, PhD, Executive Director, Environmental Research Foundation    
Peter Montague’s organization provides community groups with technical information (in an understandable form) about human 
health and the environment. In recent years, he work has focused on good decision-making using the precautionary principle. He is 
active in the New Jersey Environmental Justice Alliance. Dr. Montague has co-authored two books on toxic heavy metals in the 
natural environment. He served as project administrator of the Hazardous Waste Research Program in the School of 
Engineering/Applied Science at Princeton University. He was employed in the computer field as Manager of Distributed Computing 
in the Office of Computing and Information Technology at Princeton University, as well as senior research analyst in the Toxics 
Reduction Campaign for Greenpeace USA.  
    

Robert Morse, Pittsgrove Township VolunteerRobert Morse, Pittsgrove Township VolunteerRobert Morse, Pittsgrove Township VolunteerRobert Morse, Pittsgrove Township Volunteer    
Robert Morse is 52 years old, has been married to his wife Pat for 22 years, and has three children ages 11, 16, and 21. Robert 
has an Associate Degree in Science and has worked at the Valero Energy Analytical Laboratory for the past 18 years as an 
Advanced Laboratory Technician. Robert has a background in wastewater testing and NJDEP rules and regulations. One of the 
more important functions of his profession is to make sure the water the refinery puts back in the Delaware River is cleaner than 
when they take it out. He is a past member of the Pittsgrove Township Environmental Commission. For the past six years, he has 
been studying and commenting on the environment and its constraints at the local level. Robert also received one of this year’s 
environmental achievement awards from NJ Environmental Federation for his success in helping Pittsgrove Township pass a 
Pesticide Free Zone resolution at Deer Pen Park in 2008. 
    

Jeff Nash, Vice Chair, Delaware River Port Authority and Camden County FreeholderJeff Nash, Vice Chair, Delaware River Port Authority and Camden County FreeholderJeff Nash, Vice Chair, Delaware River Port Authority and Camden County FreeholderJeff Nash, Vice Chair, Delaware River Port Authority and Camden County Freeholder    
Jeff Nash was born and raised in Brooklyn, NY. Jeff completed a degree in Political Science at George Washington University, then 
pursued a career in law, graduating from the Hofstra University School of Law. Jeff is now a senior partner at Cozen O’Connor, a 
prestigious Philadelphia firm, specializing in civil litigation. Jeff has also served on the Cherry Hill Council, seven-member Camden 
County Board of Chosen Freeholders, and as the Camden County Freeholder Director. As Freeholder Director, Jeff led a bold initiative 
to secure and preserve nearly 1,000 acres of open space and farmland. In 2002, he was appointed as Vice Chairman of the Delaware 
River Port Authority of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, a bi-state regional transportation and economic development agency with a 
special focus on the industrial and commercial revitalization of the Philadelphia-Camden Waterfront.  
 

PPPPaul Schwartz, National Policy Coordinator, Clean Water Action aul Schwartz, National Policy Coordinator, Clean Water Action aul Schwartz, National Policy Coordinator, Clean Water Action aul Schwartz, National Policy Coordinator, Clean Water Action     
Paul Schwartz is Clean Water Action’s National Policy Coordinator and Clean Water Fund’s Water Policy Director. Schwartz’s areas 
of focus include: drinking water standard’s setting and source protection, wet weather issues, and water infrastructure finance. 
Schwartz sits on the steering committees of both the Campaign for Safe and Affordable Drinking Water and is a co-chair of the 
Clean Water Network’s Wet Weather/Funding Workgroup. 
 

Nicky Sheats, Esq., PhD, Nicky Sheats, Esq., PhD, Nicky Sheats, Esq., PhD, Nicky Sheats, Esq., PhD, Director, CDirector, CDirector, CDirector, Centerenterenterenter for the Urban Environment for the Urban Environment for the Urban Environment for the Urban Environment at the at the at the at the John S. Watson Institute for Public Policy John S. Watson Institute for Public Policy John S. Watson Institute for Public Policy John S. Watson Institute for Public Policy    
Sheats provides ongoing support for New Jersey’s environmental justice community. In 2003, he became a founding member of the 
New Jersey Environmental Justice Alliance, the only statewide environmental organization that focuses solely on environmental justice 
issues. Sheats received his Ph.D. from the Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences at Harvard University in 2000. After 
graduating, he worked for Environmental Defense as a science and law fellow, at The College of New Jersey as a visiting scholar and 
at the Earth Institute of Columbia University as a post-doctoral fellow. Sheats also attended Harvard Law School. He worked as a 
public interest attorney and served as a law clerk for the Chief Judge of the District of Columbia Court of Appeals (the equivalent of a 
state supreme court), a landlord-tenant and housing attorney at Camden Regional Legal Services, a public defender in New 
Brunswick, NJ, and a legal instructor at a community legal education and college preparatory program in Harlem. 
 

Jeff Tittel, Director, Sierra ClubJeff Tittel, Director, Sierra ClubJeff Tittel, Director, Sierra ClubJeff Tittel, Director, Sierra Club----New Jersey ChapterNew Jersey ChapterNew Jersey ChapterNew Jersey Chapter    
For the past 11 years, Jeff has lead the club’s legislative and outreach efforts in Trenton and around the state. His most recent 
policy accomplishments include passing the Clean Car Act, the Highlands Act, the Global Warming Response Act, and an 
unprecedented 300 foot buffer for Category 1 streams. Membership at the Sierra Club has grown with his legislative successes; in 
1998 the Sierra Club had 13,000 members and currently the membership is 22,000. Among many other awards, in 2008 New 
Jersey Monthly magazine put him on their list of the 100 most powerful people. In 2004, he received the Outstanding Achievement 
award by the Sierra Club, the highest ranking award given to an employee. He has also received the Conservationist of the Year 
award from the NJ Audubon Society and recognition from Monmouth Friends of Clearwater.  
 

Joseph Vicari, Ocean County Freeholder and Superintendent of Berkeley Township SchoolsJoseph Vicari, Ocean County Freeholder and Superintendent of Berkeley Township SchoolsJoseph Vicari, Ocean County Freeholder and Superintendent of Berkeley Township SchoolsJoseph Vicari, Ocean County Freeholder and Superintendent of Berkeley Township Schools    
A staunch advocate for consumers, seniors, education, tourism, and the local business community, Freeholder Vicari was first 
elected to the Board of Freeholders in 1981 and has previously served as Director in 1987, 1990, 1993, 1996, 1999, 2002 and 
2005. A Toms River Township Committeeman from 1980 to 1994, Freeholder Vicari served as mayor of the state's tenth largest 
community five times. After graduating St. Peter's College, Jersey City, he earned his M.A. in education, graduating Magna Cum 
Laude from Fairleigh Dickinson University. He is currently the Superintendent of Schools for Berkeley Township and serves as 
Chairman of the Ocean County Office of Senior Services and liaison to the Ocean County Library system. 



 

 

CONFERENCE AWARDS 
 

Robert Morse, Pittsgrove TownshipRobert Morse, Pittsgrove TownshipRobert Morse, Pittsgrove TownshipRobert Morse, Pittsgrove Township    
Spearheaded an IPM and Pesticide Free Zone policy for township parks. 

  

Joseph Speeney, Bernards TownshipJoseph Speeney, Bernards TownshipJoseph Speeney, Bernards TownshipJoseph Speeney, Bernards Township    
Led passage of a pesticide free and organic lawn care policy and education campaign in the township. 

 

Thomas Quinn, Mansfield School District Thomas Quinn, Mansfield School District Thomas Quinn, Mansfield School District Thomas Quinn, Mansfield School District     
Implemented pesticide free playgrounds, green cleaning, and advanced recycling programs. 

 

Young Environmentalists Raising Awareness, East Orange SYoung Environmentalists Raising Awareness, East Orange SYoung Environmentalists Raising Awareness, East Orange SYoung Environmentalists Raising Awareness, East Orange School Districtchool Districtchool Districtchool District    
  Converted three vacant litter-filled lots into a Green Education Center and Eco Garden. 

 

Special “Growing the Green Generation” AwardSpecial “Growing the Green Generation” AwardSpecial “Growing the Green Generation” AwardSpecial “Growing the Green Generation” Award    
George Washington Carver/Bruce Street (Newark), Switlik Elementary (Jackson), St. Peters (Pt. Pleasant) Schools 

 

CONFERENCE VENDORS 
Vendors that have no affiliation to NJEF or Clean Water Fund 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR CONFERENCE SPONSORS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

SPECIAL THANKS TO SUPPORTERS OF CLEAN WATER FUND 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

…and to the 100,000 individual members who were generated through the canvass,  

100 organizational members and contributors of New Jersey Environmental Federation 

The Gordon Foundation 
Grandmothers, Mothers & More for Energy Safety 

Green Mountain Coffee 
Ishmael Miller 

Jersey Coast Anglers Association 
Joe and Janet Tauro 

New Jersey American Water Company 
Ocean County Freeholders 

 

943 Steelworkers 
Wendy W. Benchley 
Clean Water Fund 

Cooper Pest Solutions  
Creative Risk Services, Inc. 

Delicious Orchards 
Bill and Sharon Finlayson 

Freedman’s Bakery Inc., Belmar 
 

Andy Cappon Community Action Project 
Bauman Foundation 

Beldon Fund 
Clean Air Task Force 

Community Development Block Grant (Newark) 
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation 

Environmental Endowment for New Jersey 
EJ Grassman Trust 
Ford Foundation 

Ford Foundation 
Fund for New Jersey 
Park Foundation 

Schumann Fund for NJ 
Union Foundation 
Victoria Foundation 
Weeden Foundation 

Johanette Wallerstein Institute 

Avian Environmental Services* 
Clean Ocean Action 

Earthshare of New Jersey 
Global Learning, Inc. 

Ironbound Community Corporation 
Keep it Green Coalition 

NJ Work Environment Council 

Ocean County Freeholders* 
Plant Health Alternatives* 
Purple Dragon Co-Op* 
Robot Authority LLC* 

SHAKLEE* 
Tri-State Transportation Campaign 

 



 

NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL FEDERATION 

MEMBER GROUPS 2009 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

    

Bergen Save the Watershed Action Network  
Bloomingdale Environmental Commission 
Burnham Park Association  
Camden City Garden Club 
C.A.T.A. - Farm workers Support Committee 
Citizens Against a Radioactive Environment  
Citizens Opposed to the Power Plant (C.O.P.P.) 
Citizens United to Protect the Maurice River 
Clean Ocean Action 
Clifton Environmental Commission 
Coalition Against Toxics 
Coalition for a Better Waterfront 
Coalition for Peace and Justice 
Communication Workers of America Local 1034 
Concerned Citizens of Lacey Township 
Concerned Citizens of Locust Lake 
Concerned Pilesgrove Residents 
Cornucopia Network of New Jersey 
Cumberland County Sportsmen Federation 
Delaware Riverkeeper Network  
Democracy and Corporate  Accountability Project 
East Brunswick Environmental Commission 
East Jersey Trout Unlimited 
Environmental Housing Coalition 
Environmental Research Foundation 
Friends of Liberty State Park 
Friends of the Peckman River 
Garden Club of Long Beach Island 
Garden Club of Ocean City 
Garden Club of Princeton 
Garden State Earth Institute 
Global Learning Inc. 
Grandmothers, Mothers & More for Energy Safety 
Green Action Alliance  
Green Delaware 
H.O.P.E. - Howell High School 
Ironbound Community Corporation 
Isles, Inc. 
Jersey Coast Anglers Association 
Jersey Shore Audubon Society 
Kateri Environmental Center 
La Casa de Don Pedro 
Lawrence Brook Watershed Partnership Inc. 
Livingston Environmental Commission 
Mansfield Township Environmental Commission 
 
 

Marlboro H.S. Environmental Awareness Group 
Medford Lakes Garden Club 
Midland Park High School - Earth Action 
Millburn Environmental Commission 
Monmouth County Citizens for Clean Air & Water  
Monmouth County Friends of Clearwater 
Monroe Concerned Citizens for Clean Water 
Monroe Township Environmental Commission 
Montclair State Conservation Club 
National Center for Environmental Health 
Strategies 
Native Plant Society of NJ 
Neptune Twp Environmental Shade Tree 
Commission 
New Jersey Citizen Action 
New Jersey Trout Unlimited 
New Jersey Work Environment Council (NJWEC) 
New York/New Jersey Watch 
Northeast Organic Farming Association (NOFA-NJ) 
Ocean County Citizens for Clean Water  
Partners for Environmental Quality (P.E.Q.) 
Paulinskill-Pequest Watershed Association 
Paulsboro Environmental Commission 
P.B.A. 120 
Pemberton First 
Pequannock River Coalition 
Pine Lake Park Community Association 
Pines Lake Garden Club 
Police Athletic League of New Jersey 
Princeton Area Committee of NJEF 
Quality Environmental Concepts 
Radiation and Public Health Project 
Skylands CLEAN, Inc. 
Stockton Action Volunteers for the Environment 
Students for Environmental Awareness (S.E.A.) 
Surfrider Foundation, NJ Shore Chapter 
Summit Environmental Commission 
Tri-State Transportation Campaign 
United Auto Workers, Region 9 
United Labor Agency of Bergen County 
UWUA Local 534  
Voorhees Environmental and Recreational Alliance 
Washington Twp. Residents for a Better 
Community 

Women Gardeners of Ridgewood 



    

 
IF WE DO NOT OWN THE FRESHNESS OF THE AIR AND  

THE SPARKLE OF THE WATER, HOW CAN YOU BUY THEM 
 

   --From the letter written by Chief Seattle to President Washington 

 
 

NJ Environmental Federation 

 
Thank you for your leadership in keeping the air we breathe,  

the water we drink and the land we love… 

 

SAFE, CLEAN & HEALTHY 
 

FOR ALL 
 

Rodger Nogaki, President 
CRSI/SAFETY SERVICES  

P.O. Box 40, Berlin, NJ 08009 
Phone: 856-767-5040 Email: rnogaki@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

GORDON & GORDON, P.C.GORDON & GORDON, P.C.GORDON & GORDON, P.C.GORDON & GORDON, P.C.    
Attorneys at Law 
505 Morris Avenue 

Springfield, NJ 07081 
(973) 467-2400 

www.lawgordon.com 
 

Helping the Seriously Injured  
And Protecting 

The Environment Since 1976 
 

Michael Gordon and Harrison J. Gordon 



    

 

 
 



    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 
 
 
 

    
Dr. Joseph & Janet TauroDr. Joseph & Janet TauroDr. Joseph & Janet TauroDr. Joseph & Janet Tauro    

 

 
 
 

Providing the very latest in medical care for  
disorders of bones, joints and muscles.  

 
Patients will be provided with the finest  
care available anywhere in the country.  

 
As our patient, we will ensure that you  

understand the nature of your problem and  
take an active part in its treatment and resolution.  

 
Dr. Tauro specializes in the prevention and treatment 
of sports injuries and degenerative joint conditions.  

If surgery is necessary, Dr Tauro specializes in  
minimally invasive procedures. 

 
www.doctortauro.com 

732-341-6226 


