Stop Environmental Racism, Pass S232/A2212 - July 30, 2020

Thursday July 23, 2020
Dear Members of the NJ State Assembly,

It is long known that communities of color and low-income neighborhoods often bear the greatest burden of pollution
and COVID has only exacerbated the problem. This impacts our physical and economic health, quality of life, and
ability to thrive, learn, and work.

Unfortunately, the NJ Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) currently does not have a policy in place
directing it to review pollution permit applications based on the cumulative impacts of toxic emissions from polluting
facilities in a neighborhood.

That’s why it’s so important that a strong cumulative impacts bill (S232/A2212, Singleton-Weinberg-

Ruiz+2/McKeon-Vainieri Huttle-Timberlake+17) passes the full Assembly on July 30th. This bill has already passed

the full Senate and the Assembly Environment Committee, and has the strong support of Governor Murphy, Senator

Booker, the NJ Urban Mayors Association, Lt. Governor Oliver, and DEP Commissioner McCabe.

The bill is on 2nd reading and gives DEP the authority under reasonable circumstances to reduce cumulative
disproportionate pollution impacts in environmental justice communities. It is a needed first step in correcting a legacy
of environmental racism and injustice by expanding the rights of residents to weigh in on decisions, reducing
disproportionate pollution burdens, promoting clean businesses over toxic industries, and making New Jersey a leader
in the fight for environmental justice. For more information on the bill, see the attached FAQ.

This bill is long overdue. We urge you to do everything in your power, not just voting for but speaking up, to ensure
this bill, that not only stops future environmental injustice but also begins to reduce existing disproportionate and
unfair pollution burdens, gets on the Governor’s desk by July 30th.

The importance of passing this legislation into law could not be greater as the federal government works to roll back
protections. We need our state to step up, be courageous and honor the legacy of John Lewis, civil rights leader and
congressman, who passed away last weekend.

To discuss this further please contact: Dr. Ana Baptista, 973-342-6056, baptista@newschool.edu;
Kim Gaddy, 973-420-7925, kgaddy@cleanwater.org; Maria Lopez-Nunez, 201-978-6660,
mlopeznunez@ironboundcc.org; and/or Dr. Nicky Sheats, 609-558-4987, newbian8@verizon.net.

Let’s not just say Black Lives Matter, let’s mean it, justice delayed is justice denied.
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https://twitter.com/Troy4NJ7/status/1274088797299408901
https://www.insidernj.com/press-release/senate-advances-singleton-weinberg-environmental-justice-bill/
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2020/Bills/S0500/232_R1.PDF
https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/20200619b.shtml
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2020/Bills/A2500/2212_U1.PDF
https://www.njspotlight.com/2020/06/nj-senate-bill-helps-environmental-justice-communities-block-further-pollution/
https://www.njspotlight.com/2020/06/nj-senate-bill-helps-environmental-justice-communities-block-further-pollution/
https://www.insidernj.com/press-release/mckeon-vainieri-huttle-timberlake-bill-advance-environmental-justice-clears-committee/
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy/status/1285367671719108608
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/media/mp.asp?M=V/2020/AEN/0720-1000AM-M0-1.mp4&S=2020
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/media/mp.asp?M=V/2020/AEN/0720-1000AM-M0-1.mp4&S=2020
https://cleanwateraction.org/sites/default/files/NJUMA%20Letter%20on%20S232%20-%20A2212%20Cumulative%20Impact%20Bill.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pcsW3YN1UiI
https://twitter.com/NJDEPMcCabe/status/1284145985820798979
https://cleanwateraction.org/sites/default/files/FAQ%20on%20S232_A2212%20NJ%27s%20Cumulative%20Impacts%20Environmental%20Justice%20Bill%20%281%29.pdf
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